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PROGRAMME

JVERTURE 'RAYMOLD! THOMAS

Crarles Louis Ambroise Thomas was born in NMetz ir 1811 and
c¢ied in Paris in 1896, He was a student at the Paris Con=-
servatoire where he won many high awards, notably the Rome
Prize of 1832, He became well known in Paris as the com-
poser of both light and serious operas, In 1871 he was
appointed director of the Conservatoire ard from that mom-
ent his compositions almost ceased, ' Raymond' was one of
7is most successful operas and was first performed in 1851,

TESTIVAL of SPRING » THOMAS

The second example of Ambroise Thomas' work which is to be
pleyed tonight is the suite which is a ballet divertisse-
ment from his cpere 'Hamlet', first performed in 1868,

PIANO TOLCERTQ in A MINOR GRIEGC

Edward Hagerup 5Srieg was born in Bergen in 1843 and died
there in 1907. Eis mother, herself a fine pianist, became
his first tescher before he was sent abroad to study at
Leipzig eventuelly returning to settle in Norway. He
first came to promirence when he founded & musical society
at Christierie (row Oslo) which he conducted for thirteen
years, He married his cousin, Nina Hagerup, who was an
excellent singer axd she did much to popularise his songs
He also came to tke notice of Liszt who encouraged him
creatly and was much impressed by the piano concerto we are
to hear torizht, The work is in three movements,

IiTERVAL (15 minutes)

QVERTURE 'PLYMOUTH EOE! AKSELL

John Ansell was born in 1874 and died in 1948. He trained
at the Guildhall School of Music and first became.krnowm in
London as the Musical Director of various theatres. He
became more widely known between 1925 and 1930 when he work-
ed for the 3.3.C. and today it is for his light popular over-
tures that he is lergely remembered. 0f these, Plymouth Hoe
is probably the most famous.

ROSES from the SOUTH STRAUSS

We need say no more than thet this is one of the mcst famous
waltzes of Johann Strauss the younger,

THREE BAVARIAN DANCES ELGAR

Edward William Elgar (1857-1934) was the son of a Worcester
organist and music-seller, He became known as a violinist
and teacher but gradually became accepted as a composer,
especially following the success of the !'Enigma Variations',
composed when he was forty-two,. these three dances form
part of his choral suite 'From the Bavarian Highlands',

THE WALTZ DREAM OSCAR STRAUSS

Oscar Strauss (1870-1954) was born in Vienna but became a
naturalised Frenchman in 1939, He was first known as a
theatrical corductor and later as the composer of liznt
operas, one of which, 'The Chocolate Soldier!, was baszd on
Shaw's play 'Arms and the Man', Tonight's selection how-
ever, is from his rather less known operetta 'The Waltz
Dream',
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