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PROGBGRAMME
The Kationsl Anthem
3

Prelude to Act IIT ‘Lohengrin' . « Richard Wagner
3 (1813 - 1883)

At schocl in Leipzig, Wagner had a profound interest in
drans and Beethoven's symphonies, and, before the age of
twenty, having hed some lessons in composition, had written
several orchestral works. His real interest however, was in
opera and he almoat exclusively concentrated oz that medium
from thereon. 'Lohengrin' was first prerformed in 1850 and
continued the success he had with 'Rienzi', ‘Flying Dutch-
man' and 'Tannhauser’.

Four Last Scnes Richard Strauss .

(1864 - 1949)
Fruhling (Spring)
September
Bcim Schlafengehn (Time to sleep)
Im Abendrot (At dusk)

Richard Btrauss composed his first amusic at the age of
ten and thereafter music flowed from him. Opera, ballet,
orchestral works snd songs. Even in his eighties, he com~
posed music for the film 'La Ronde'. Eie songs, of which he
wrote some thirty sets, mostly with piano accompaniment, cre
rarely perforzed but these 'last songs' are considered to be
asongst his best and are frequently heard.in the concert hall.

There will be a short talk about this and the next item befere
the performance. *

INTERVAL (fifteen minutes)

Varistions on 2n original %heme, 'Enigma‘ Edward Elgar
(1857 - 1934)
This work, one of the finest of Elgar's works and one of the
few to schieve lasting Tame outside the British Isles, was
composed in 1899 when, st the age of forty-two he was still
not widely known s a composer. The work is dedicated to
‘my friends pictured within' and each of the variations de-
picte one of his friends whom he believed could be portrayed
convineingly in music. Nevertheless he wrote later 'it is
true that I have sketchad for their amusement and mine the
idiosyncrasies of thirteen of my friends, not necessarily
musicians, but this is a prersonel matter and need not have
been mentioned publicly’.

Variation 1: & warm and tender description of Caroline Alice
Elgar, the composer's wife.

Variation 2: The figuration of this variation is reminiscent
the finger exercise of H.D. dteuart-Powsll, a pianiet whe ‘
played trios with Elgar (viclin) and Baeil G. Kovinson (colle

Varistion 3: Richard Baxter Pownshend, an amateur actor, had
& voice cazpable of unusual chenges in. pitch, here reflected i
distinctive uze both the low and high woodwinda.

Veriation 4: Stronély suggested in this variation are the
characteristics of William Meath Baker, a wman of ccasiderable
energy and decision,

Variation 5: Elgar's description of BEichard Ponrose &rnold,
son of the poet, Matthew Arnold, portrays a man of freguently
changing moodsa.

Variation 6: Miss Iscbel Fitton, a pupil of Ilgar's; played
the viola; and accordingly, this variation prozinently fea-
tures that instrument.

Variation 7: Arthur Troyte Griffith, described ez a refrosh-
ing but highly argumentative individual, is here vividly pic~
tured.

Variation 8: The listener may scsume thet Miss Winifred Hore
bury, @ local pianist who often accompanied Elgar in perfors~
ance of sonatas, wss a person of grace,

Varistion §: A portrait of Zigar's closs friend, August So-
hannes Jaeger. At the beginning of this long and Beautiful
variation there is sn allusion to the slew movecent of Bset-
hoven's Sonata Pathetique, of which Jaeger (Nimrod) was vory
fond.

Variation 10: Elgar describes here, his young friend, Miss
Dora Penny, who was somewhat hesitant 4im her couversation.

Variation 11: This variation portrays the orgarist of Herw
eford Cathedral, .George R. Binclair, with his bulldog, Dan,
on & stroll on the River Wys. One easily picturez the dog
rushing sbout on the bark end paddling in the vater.

Variation 12: The 'cello is the main instrment in this
variation dedicated 'cellist Basil @G, Revinson.

Variation 13: Lady Mary Lygon was on a sez voyage when tkis
lovely section was written, which is essured to be the rea-
son for the quotation (as & clarinet zolo) frowm Hendeleeohu's
overture 'Calm Sea and Progperous Voyage',

Variation 1k: A brilliant self portrait of the composer, with
reference to earlier variations. g

PENELCPE CHAIMERS was brought and educated in Worcester before
reading languages at Bristol University where she obiained a
B.A. Eonours degree together with a Professional Social ¥Wor-
kers qualification - a profession she followed until 1983,

She has sung at the Three Choirs Festival and is & member
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tol Intimate Opera which has performed profeasionally for
many years with Arts Council support, . .

Her first singing teacher was Mollie Petrie and later Hepr-

‘vey Allan., Ghe now studies with Vera Rosza with cesching from

Paul Hamburger.




