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PROGCRANNME

Overture~- RUSSLAN and LUDMILIA GLIFKA

Michael Glinka was born in Smolensk in 18c4 and died in Berlin in 1857,
He grew up on his father's estate where he became familiar with Russian folk
music which was to be a corsiderable influence in his later work, He went
to St, Petersburg where he stucied with John Freid and from there went to

Jtaly to study opera with Bellini and Domnizetti, This led him to the dec=-

ision to write a native Russian opera and, after a period of study in Berlin,
he returned to Russia where, in 1836, he wrote 'A life for the Czar',

This was followed by 'Russlan' with the libretto based on a poem by
Pughkin, end the first performance wes in St, Petersburz in 1842, The
firet London performence was in 1931, The full opera is seldom performed
but its sparkling overture has remained a firm favourite in the concert hall,

Songs- Toreador's song (Carmen) BIZET
Cavatina (L'Elisir d'Amore) DONIZETTI
CONCERTO de ARANJUEZ RODRIGO

Joaquin Rodrigo was born in 1902 and this concerto is the most popular
of his many works and is argzusoly the best known work for suitar and orches-
tra, It was published in 1939 and premiered in 1940 where it met with imm-
ediate success,

It is in three movements all of which are full of melody and are stron-
gly rhythmic, The first movement has & strong folk music feeling and opens
with a strummed motif for guitar alone, This dominates tl.e whole move-
ment despite & sustained melody on the violins, The second is noted for a
beautiful melody on cor enslais accompanied by -uitar chords, and for two
cadenzas for the soloist, The third movement again opens on guitar and the
orchestra join in a spirited dance alt:ough, following a final downward
flutter from the soloist, it ends quietly,

INTERVAL

(15 minutes)

THREE HUNGARIAN DAKCES BRAHMS

Johannes Brahms was born in Hamburg in 1833 and died in Vienna in 1897.
His father was & double bass player in a theatre orchestra, ané ris son's
early musical training was done locally. At the age of 20 he came to the
notice of Joachim and Liszt both of whom helped to further his career,
Following & spell in Germany, he sventually settled in Vienre wrere he rem-
ained until his death, His music output is very varied but these dances
are probably the most popular of all his compositions, They were orizine
ally written for the piano but later wersions were for violin solo ard the
orchestral one which is played this evening,

MINUET and-TRIQO from SYMPHONY No. 40 in G Minor MOZART

Wolfgang dmadeus Mozart was born in Salzburg in 1756 and died in
Vienna in 1791, He was & noted child prodisy and from the aze of 6, he
toured the courts of Europe with his father and sister, Amonsst uis
enormous output of compositions he wrote 41 symphonies, the firsl three of
which all date from 1788, The Minuet and Trio became adopted as the stan-
derd form for symphonic third movements at this period, It corsists of a
miruet, a three beats to the bar dance, followed by a contrastirg trio,
after which the origiral minuet is repeated,

Songs-  Rose Marie- FRIML & STQTHART

Desart Song RO¥BERG
I talk to the trees (Paint your Wagon) LERNIR & LOEWE

They call the wind Maria (Paint your Wagon) LER)ER & LOEWE

Selection - 'WEST SIDE STORY' BERNSTEIN

Leonard Bernstein was born in Massachusetts in 1918, He studied at
Harverd and the Curtis Institute and is known as a fine conductor, pianist,
and composer of both serious works and stage musicals, of trese, West

It is based on the story of Romeo and Juliet but the warrinz families of
the Montagues and Capulets have been transformed into two rival liew York
gangs known as The Jets and The Sharks,




